The Bloody Assize
words that it is a troublesome thing for a man to collect
matter out of them." I, too, who have suffered, listening
painfully to avoidance without confession, feel that there
were extenuating circumstances for the judge's impatience.
But Coleman had, of course, no counsel and had to put
up what fight he could for himself. His witnesses, such as
they were, could not be sworn, but the Crown counsel and
the judges could and did cross-examine, reprimand and
ridicule them. Spies and informers like Gates and Bedloe,
who were witnesses for the Crown, were protected by the
judges, and the rule that they should be corroborated was
not too carefully adhered to.
A trial at bar took place in Westminster Hall The
King's Bench Court was a pen on the top left-hand side of
the hall, the Chancery judges sat in another on the right,
and the Exchequer in a longer pen just at the right hand of
the doors at the entrance to the Hall. The rest; of the great
space of the floor was open, except for the counters on each
side of it, where the book and print sellers, and millinery
and glove and wig makers exhibited their wares,
The judges certainly sat in open court. There was
ample publicity and the Hall was crowded with anxious
Protestant citizens, town idlers and curious courtiers eager
to report how things were going to Coleman's friends in
Whitehall
Some day it is to be hoped that a histrionically-minded
lawyer, will write a treatise on the scenery and properties
of law courts from the earliest times. He will perhaps
be able to find the date and designer of England's first
jury box, and if the fit-up remains anywhere it should be
rescued and find an honoured resting-place in Westminster
Hall.
I do not know the exact date of the introduction of
jury boxes, but there were none in Coleman's time. The
Judges sat on a high bench without desks in front of them*
They seem to have had an ink-pot on a cushion at the side,
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